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Norco, CA – Santiago High School student Danielle Romo has been selected by AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determination) to speak at their San Diego Summer Institute on August 2. AVID is a national 
nonprofit and developer of the college-readiness system used by approximately 6,400 schools in 47 
states. More than 5,000 educators will be in attendance to hear the speech, which will be featured during 
a general session scheduled for 4 p.m. in the San Diego Convention Center. 
 
Danielle’s speech includes references to her personal struggles in school and at home, but because she 
had teachers who influenced her, she was able to navigate her academic road and life more clearly. She 
states in her speech, “Not only did I meet my best friend through AVID, but I grew a bond with the tutors 
and teachers who gave me stability and made me realize that I’m not as broken as I think I am. If it wasn’t 
for AVID, I wouldn’t be the emotionally resilient person I am today.”  
 
AVID works to close the achievement gap by providing educators with proven strategies that ensure all 
students succeed in college, careers and life. Summer Institutes are AVID’s annual professional learning 
events where educators from across the nation are trained in AVID strategies through an interactive and 
participatory method. During Summer Institute, student and educator speakers share their stories with 
attendees to show how AVID has changed their lives and their careers for the better. These personal 
stories help inspire thousands as they prepare to bring their AVID Summer Institute learnings back to their 
own schools and districts. 
 
Dr. Sandy Husk, CEO of AVID, notes the significance of being selected as an AVID Summer Institute 
speaker: “Hearing the stories of our speakers is always the most moving and motivating part of the 
training. These speakers are chosen from nearly one thousand speech entries, and the educators and 
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students selected represent the very best examples of how AVID impacts lives every day. They inspire us to 
continue to provide all students with the opportunities they need to succeed.” 
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ABOUT AVID 

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a nonprofit organization that changes lives by helping 
schools shift to a more equitable, student-centered approach. AVID trains 70,000 educators annually to close 
the opportunity gap, so they can prepare all students for college, careers and life. About 6,400 schools rely on 
AVID to transform the lives of 2 million students each year. To learn more, visit www.avid.org. 
 
ABOUT CORONA-NORCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

The Corona-Norco Unified School District is located approximately 45 miles southeast of Los Angeles in 
western Riverside County. CNUSD consists of 31 elementary schools, eight intermediate/middle schools, five 
comprehensive high schools, a middle college high school and three alternative schools. The district serves 
over 53,000 students in the diverse communities of Corona, Norco and Eastvale. CNUSD is the largest school 
district in Riverside County and the tenth largest district in California. 
  

mailto:dfeinberg@avid.org
http://www.avid.org/
http://www.avid.org/

